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National Tra@'ﬁ}‘;;;zqga,fay Board NTSB ID: ERA16FA044 Most Critical Injury: Fatal
PRELIMINARY REPORT Occurrence Date: 11/19/2015 Investigated By: NTSB
AM“_[JA}‘IJQN Occurrence Type: Accident
Location/Time
Nearest City/Place State Zip Code Local Time Time Zone
North Salem NY 10560 1545 EST
Aircraft Information
Registration Number Aircraft Manufacturer Model/Series Number
N9318Q BEECH F33A
Type of Aircraft: Airplane Amateur Built Aircraft? No
Injury Summary: Fatal 2 Serious Minor None
Revenue Sightseeing Flight: No Air Medical Transport Flight: No

Narrative

Brief narrative statement of facts, conditions and circumstances pertinent to the accident/incident:

*** Note: NTSB investigators either traveled in support of this investigation or conducted a
significant amount of investigative work without any travel, and used data obtained from various
sources to prepare this aircraft accident report. ***

On November 19, 2015, about 1545 eastern standard time, a Beech F33A, N9318Q, impacted the Titicus
Reservoir near North Salem, New York, while executing a non-precision instrument approach into the
Danbury Municipal Airport (DXR), Danbury, Connecticut. The private pilot and the passenger were

fatally injured. The airplane came to rest in about 60 feet of water and sustained damage to the

flight control surfaces and fuselage. The airplane was registered to the pilot and operated as a 14

Code of Federal Regulations Part 91 personal flight. Instrument flight rules were reported at the

airport at the time of the accident. The flight originated at the Mid-Ohio Valley Regional Airport

(PKB), Parkersburg, West Virginia, about 1325.

A preliminary review of air traffic control (ATC) communications revealed the pilot was vectored to

and cleared for the LOC RWY 8 approach. The pilot acknowledged the clearance. As the controller was
preparing to terminate radar services and transfer communications, he noticed the airplane was in a
descending right turn away from the airport. The airplane descended to an altitude of 1,500 feet

before it began a climb to 2,400 feet on a westerly heading. The airplane then disappeared off radar.
An initial search for the airplane was not conducted due to poor weather conditions. Airplane debris
was located the following day on the shoreline of the Titicus Reservoir, about 8 miles southwest of

the airport.

Weather reported at the airport at 1353, was wind from 140 degrees at 6 knots, visibility 1.25-mile,
light rain, mist, overcast ceiling 900 feet, temperature 14 degrees, dewpoint 12 degrees, and a
barometric pressure setting 30.09 in Hg, with remarks that the ceiling was variable between 600 and
1,200 feet.

The pilot held a private pilot certificate for airplane single-engine land, instrument airplane. His
last Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) third class medical was issued on May 19, 2015. At that
time, he reported a total of 1,940 total hours

The airplane will be placed in a secure facility for further examination once it is recovered from the
water.
Updated on Nov 23 2015 4:00PM
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NTSB ID: ERA16FA044

Occurrence Date: 11/19/2015

Occurrence Type: Accident

Other Aircraft Involved

Registration Number

Aircraft Manufacturer

Model/Series Number

Accident Information

Aircraft Damage: Destroyed

Accident Occurred During: Approach-IFR final approach

Crew Name

Certificate No.

Injury

Pilot On File

On File

Fatal

5

6

Operator Information

Name
HORSA VAL G

Operator Designator Code

Doing Business As

Street Address

City
SOUTH SALEM

State
NY

Zip Code

105902013

-Type of Certificate(s) Held: None

Air Carrier Operating Certificate(s):

Operating Certificate:

Operator Certificate:

Regulation Flight Conducted Under:

Part 91: General Aviation

Type of Flight Operations Conducted:

Personal

Flight Plan/ltinerary

Type of Flight Plan Filed: IFR

Last Departure Point | State Airport Identifier
PARKERSBURG Wwv PKB
Destination | State Airport Identifier
DANBURY CT DXR
Weather Information
Investigator's Source: Weather Observation Facility Facility ID: DXR Observation Time (Local): 1553
Sky/Lowest Cloud Condition: Ft. AGL
Lowest Ceiling: Overcast 900 Ft. AGL Visibility: 1.25 SM Altimeter: 30.09 "Hg
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NTSB ID: ERA16FA044

Occurrence Date: 11/19/2015

Occurrence Type: Accident

Weather Information

(Continued from page 2)

Temperature: 14 °C | Dew Point:

12

°C | Wind Direction: 140

Wind Speed: 6 Kts. Gusts:

Kts.

Weather Conditions at Accident Site: Instrument Conditions

Administration Data

Notification From

FAA Eastern Region ROC

FAA District Office/Coordinator

Date

FAA/FSDO
Thomas McDougal

Investigator-In-Charge (1IC)
Leah D. Yeager
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